
IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following is a complete list of the claims now pending; this listing 
replaces all earlier versions and listings of the claims. 



Claim 1 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
connected to a network, comprising: 

^ \ a communicating unit, arranged to conununicate information with 

each of terminal devices on said die network; 

a first acquiring unit, arranged to perform an acquisition function, to 
acquire first information r^ated to the terminal device connected to said the network 
through said commimicating unit; 

a secondWquiring unit, arranged to perform an acquisition function, 
to acquire second information related to a peripheral device which is locally connected, not 
through said the network, to the terminal device whose first information is acquired by said 
first acquiring unit; \ 

a third acquiring unit, arranged to perform an acquisition function, to 
acquire a status of the peripheral device whose second information is acquired by said 
second acquiring unit; and \ 

a display imit for distiiyguishablv displaying information of the 
terminal device connected to said the network, Wormation of the peripheral device 
connected to said the terminal device, and the status thereof based upon the first 
information acquired by said first acquiring unit, the second information acquired by said 
second acquiring unit, and the status acquired by said third acquiring unit. 
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Claim 2 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein said first acquiring unit, said second acquiring unit, and said 
third acquiring unit poll the terminal device on said Ae network to acquire both the 
information and the^^tatus thereof every time a predetermined time period has passed[[;]]^ 
d 

s^d display unit updates the display content based upon said Ae 
polling-acquired informatrpn and condition. 



^ Claim 3 (currei^tly amended): An information processing apparatus 

( / according to claim 1, wherein sh^d first acquiring unit, said second acquiring unit, and said 
/ third acquiring unit poll the termikal device on said tiie network to acquire both the 

information and the status thereof i\ response to a predetermined operation made by a 

user[[;]]^ and 

said display unit Imdates the display content based upon said Ae 
polling-acquired information and conditioV 



Claim 4 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein said first acquiring unit, said second acquiring unit, and said 
third acquiring unit receive and obtain both the in^rmation and the condition notified from 
the terminal device on said the network[[;]]i and 

said display unit updates the dis'^lay content based upon said Ae 
notified information and condition. 
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Craim 5 (previously presented): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim \, further comprising: 

I a selecting imit, arranged to select a desirable peripheral device by a 
^user from the periphera\ devices displayed by said display unit wherein, 

a s^t-up operation for using the selected peripheral device is carried 
out in response to the selecflng operation by the user via said selecting imit. 



Claim 6 (currents amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein saia the peripheral device is a printer device. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein said the peripheral device is a modem device. 



Claim 8 (currently amended).: An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said the peripheral device is an image input device. 

Claim 9 (previously presented): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first acquiring urjit acquires information of a terminal 
device within a predetermined network domain. 



Claim 10 (previously presented): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said display unit displays a tenninal device and a peripheral 
device, which are displayed, by way of display elements, and also displays a connection 



condition thereof by connecting the respective display elements to each other on a display 
screen thereof. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein said display unit displays thereon the connection condition 
of said the peripheral device based upon a sort of lines used to connect the terminal device 
with the peripheral device. 

Claim 12 (curren\ly amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein when said display unit displays the condition of the 
peripheral device, said display unit selects an icon corresponding to said ttie condition of 
the peripheral device from a predetenmned icon group to display said the selected icon. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 12, wherein said the iconWoup contains an icon for indicating that a 
peripheral device is busy, and also another icor^ for representing that a peripheral device is 
not under use. 



Claim 14 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 12, wherein said the icon group contains an icon for representing the 
condition of the peripheral device by way of a moving picture representation. 
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aim 15 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim\l2, wherein said the icon group contains an icon for representing the 
condition of the peripheral device by way of a mesh thereof. 

Claim 16Ycurrently amended): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 12, wherein said the icon group contains an icon for indicating that a 
driver program for controlling a peripheral device is not installed in the own device. 



Claim 17 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
connected to a network, comprising: 

a first savingyunit, arranged to save a first information of the own 
device on said tiie network; 

a connector, arr^ged to locally connect, not through said the 
network, a peripheral device thereto; 

a second saving imii arranged to save a second information of said 
the peripheral device connected by said connector; 

a detecting unit, arrangejjd to detect a condition of said the peripheral 
device connected by said connector; and 

a transmitting unit, arrang^ to transmit the first information saved 
in said first saving unit, the second information saved in said second saving unit, and the 
condition detected by said detecting unit to another advice in response to a request issued 
fi'om said the another device. 
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Claim \8 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
connected to a network, Vomprising: 

a fir\t saving unit, arranged to save a first information of the own 
evice on said the network; 

a connecJtor, arranged to locally connect, not through said the 
network, a peripheral device thereto; 

a second savmg unit, arranged to save a second information of said 
the peripheral device connected by said connector; 

a detecting unit, Wanged to detect a condition of said ttie peripheral 
device connected by said connector; and^ 

a transmitting unit, Arranged to transmit the first information saved 
in said first saving unit, the second informarion saved in said second saving unit, and the 
condition detected by said detecting unit to anpther device on said the network every 
predetermined period. 



Claims 19-35 (canceled) 



Claim 36 (currently amended): A method for displaying information of a 
peripheral device locally connected to a terminal device \onnected to a network, said 
method comprising: 

a first acquisition step, of performing ^ acquisition function of 
acquiring first information related to the terminal device connected to said the network; 
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a second acquisition step, of performing an acquisition function of 
^'aj^uiring secJ^nd information related to the peripheral device that is locally connected, not 
through said th^network. to the terminal device whose first information is acquired; 

a third acquisition step, of performing an acquisition function of 
acquiring third info^ation related to the condition of the peripheral device whose second 
information is acquired; and 

a (display step, of distinguishablv displaying a connection status 
display indicative of the fikt information of the terminal device connected to said the 
network, the second information of the peripheral device connected to the terminal device, 
and the status thereof based uppn the first information, the second information, and the 
third information. 

Claim 37 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 36, 
wherein said first information, said semnd information, and said third information are 
acquired by polling the terminal device on said the network to acquire both the information 
and the status thereof every time a predetemiined time period has passed, and 

the content of said the\connection status display is updated by the 
display content based upon sard the polling-acquired information and condition. 



Claim 38 (currently amended): A diWtlay method according to claim 36, 
wherein said first information, said second informatioh, and said third information are 
acquired by polling the terminal device on said the network to acquire both the information 
and the status thereof in response to a predetermined operation made by a user, and 
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\ the display content of said the connection status display is updated 
by the display content based upon said the polling-acquired information and condition. 




Claim 39 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 36, 
further comprising: \ 

a reception step, of receiving and obtaining said Ae first 
information, said the second imormation, and said tiie third information notified from the 
terminal device on said the netvrork; and 

an update stVp, of updating the display content of the connection 
status display based upon said the notified information and condition. 

Claim 40 (currently amentied): A display method according to claim 36, 
further comprising: \ 

a selection step, of selecting a desirable peripheral device by a user 
from the peripheral devices displayed on said me connection state display wherein, 

a set-up operation for using the selected peripheral device is carried 
out in response to the selecting operation of the perbheral device by the user via said 
selection step. \ 

Claim 41 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 36, 
wherein said the peripheral device is a printer device. \ 
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Claim 42 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 36, 
wherein said the peripheral device is a modem device. 



Claim 43 (cWrently amended): A display method according to claim 36, 
wherein said the peripheral device is an image input device. 

Claim 44 (currentlyNamended): A display method according to claim 36, 
wherein said the first information is acquired from a terminal device within a 
predetermined network domain. \ 



wherein to display the connection status display, [[a]] the terminal device and [[a]] 
the peripheral device, which are displayed, are expressed by way of display elements, and 
also the connection status is displayed by connecting the respective display elements to 
each other on a display screen thereof. \ 

Claim 46 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 45, 
wherein the connection status of said the peripheral device is displayed based upon a sort 
of lines used to connect the terminal device with the peripheral device. 

Claim 47 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 45, 
wherein when the condition of the peripheral device is displayed, an\con corresponding to 





Claim 45 (currently amendea\): A display method according to claim 36, 
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said the condition of the peripheral device is selected from a predetermined icon group to 
display said the selected icon, to display the connection status display. 
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ClaimMS (currently amended): A display method according to claim 47, 
wherein said the icon ^up contains an icon for representing the condition of the 
peripheral device by way of a moving picture representation. 




Claim 49 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 47, 
wherein said Ae icon group contains an icon for representing the condition of the 
V f peripheral device by way of a mesh thereof 

Claim 50 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 47, 
wherein said the icon group contains an icon for indicating that [[a]] the peripheral device 
is busy, and also another icon for representing that [[a]] the peripheral device is not busy. 

Claim 51 (currently amended):\A display method according to claim 47, 
wherein said the icon group contains an icon forMndicating that a driver program for 
controlling [[a]] the peripheral device is not installed in the ovm device. 

Claim 52 (currently amended): A method for displaying transmitting 
information of a peripheral device locally connected, notWough a network, to an 
information processing apparatus connected with the network, said method comprising: 
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\ a first save step, of saving first information relating to the own 
device on said the neVvork; 

asecond save step, of saving second information relating to said the 
heral device locally Mnnected, not through said the network, thereto; 

a detection step, of detecting a condition of said tfie peripheral 
device connected thereto; ancn 

a transmission step, of transmitting the first information, the second 
information, and the condition orpid tfie peripheral device to another device based upon a 
request issued from another device V)n said the network. 

Claim 53 (currently amended): A method for displaying transmitting 
information of a peripheral device locallV connected, not through a network, to an 
information processing apparatus connected with the network, said method comprising: 

a first save step, of saving first information relating to the own 
device on said the network; \ 

a second save step, of savmg second information relating to said the 
peripheral device locally connected, not through smd the network, thereto; 

a detection step, of detecting a condition of sard the peripheral 
device connected thereto; and \ 

a transmission step, of transmittinjg the first information, the second 
information, and the condition of said the peripheral devic^to another device on said the 
network in a periodic manner. \ 
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Claim 54 (cxirrently amended): A method for displaying information of a 
peripheral device localw connected, not through a network, to a terminal device connected 
th the network, said mVthod comprising: 

a firVt acquisition step, of performing an acquisition function of 
acquiring first information relating to a information processing apparatus connected to said 
the network; \ 

a second acquisition step, of performing an acquisition function of 
acquiring second information relaring to the peripheral device which is locally connected, 
not through said the network, to the terminal device whose first information is acquired; 

a third acquisitibn step, of performing an acquisition function of 
acquiring third information related to a katus of the peripheral device whose second 
information is acquired; \ 

a display step, of distinguishablv displaying a connection status 
display indicative of information of the terminal device connected to said the network, 
information of the peripheral device connectedjVot connected through said the network, to 
the terminal device, and a status thereof based upon the first information, the second 
information, and the third information in the first information processing apparatus; 

a first save step, of saving infoWation of the own device on said the 
network; \ 

a second save step, of saving inforaiation relating to said tiie 
peripheral device locally connected, not through said the nkwork, thereto; 

a detection step, of detecting a conditiim relating to said the 
peripheral device connected thereto; and \ 
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a transmission step, of transmitting the information related to said 
the own device, theMnformation related to said Ae peripheral device, and the condition of 
. said the peripheral device to said the first information processing apparatus in a second 
information processing Apparatus. 

\^ 1 Claim 55 (cii^ently amended): A display method according to claim 54, 

wherein said the first informa^on, said the second information, and said tiie third 
information are acquired by pollmg the information processing apparatuses on said the 
network to acquire both the information and the status thereof every time a predetermined 
'y/ time period has passed, and 

the content of st^ tiie connection status display is updated by the 
display content based upon said flie polling-acquired information and condition. 




Claim 56 (currently amended^: A display method according to claim 54, 
wherein said tiie first information, said the second information, and said the third 
information are acquired by polling the information processing apparatuses on said tihe 
network to acquire both the information and the sr^tus thereof in response to a 
predetermined operation made by a user, and 

the display content of said the connection status display is updated 
by the display content based upon said the polling-acqui\ed information and condition. 



Claim 57 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 54, 
wherein said the first information, said the second informationXand said the third 
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information are acduired by receiving both the information and the condition notified from 
the first and second iiiformation processing apparatuses on said tiie network, and 

me display content of said the connection status display is updated 
based on said the notified\information and status. 



I Claim 58 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 54, 

further comprising: \ 

a selection step, of selecting a desirable peripheral device by a user 
from the peripheral devices displaced on said the connection status display, 
wherein[[,]] a set-up operation for using the selected peripheral device is carried out in 
response to the selections step of the peripheral device by the user via said selection step. 

Claim 59 (currently amenaled): A display method according to claim 54, 
wherein said tfie peripheral device is a printer device. 

Claim 60 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 54, 
wherein said the peripheral device is a modem device. 

Claim 61 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 54, 
wherein said the peripheral device is an image input devi.ce. 
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ClJdm 62 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 54, 
wherein both said tfie first information processing apparatus and said the second 
information processing apparatus belong to a predetermined network domain, and 

the first information processing apparatus acquires said the first 
ii|formation from an information processing apparatus within said the predetermined 
network domain. 

Claim 63 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 54, 
wherein to display the connection status display, the information processing apparatuses 
and [[a]] tiie peripheral device, wmch are displayed, are represented by way of display 
elements, and also the connection status is displayed by connecting the respective display 
elements to each other on a display screen thereof. 

Claim 64 (currently amenoted): A display method according to claim 54, 
wherein the connection status of said the penpheral device is displayed based upon a sort 
of lines used to connect the terminal device with the peripheral device. 



Claim 65 (currently amended): AMisplay method according to claim 54, 
wherein when the condition of the peripheral devici is displayed, an icon corresponding to 
said the condition of the peripheral device is selected^from a predetermined icon group to 
display said the selected icon, to display the connection)status display. 
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Clami 66 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 65, 
wherein said the icoiWoup contains an icon for representing the condition of the 
peripheral device by way of a moving picture representation. 

Claim 67 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 65, 
^ wherein said tfie icon group contains an icon for representing the condition of the 
peripheral device by way of a rrresh thereof 



Claim 68 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 65, 
wherein said the icon group contains nn icon for indicating that [[a]] flie peripheral device 
is busy, and also another icon for representing that [[a]] Ae peripheral device is not busy. 



Claim 69 (currently amended): A display method according to claim 65, 
wherein said Ae icon group contains an icon for indicating that a driver program for 
controlling [[a]] the peripheral device is not installed in the own device. 



Claim 70 (currently amended): >^display method according to claim 65, 
wherein said the peripheral device is a printer device; and 

said the icon group contains svjch an icon that indicates that a 
plurality of print jobs are pending. 
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Olaim 71 (currently amended): A storage medium for storing thereinto a 
computer programVxecuted by a computer employed in an information processing 
apparatus connected lo a network, wherein said computer program comprises: 

cMe for a first acquisition step, of performing an acquisition 
function of acquiring first\nformation related to a terminal device connected to said the 
^"^etwork; \ 

code foV a second acquisition step, of performing an acquisition 
function of acquiring second inibrmation related to a peripheral device which is locally 
connected, not through said tiie network, to the terminal device whose first information is 
acquired; \ 

code for a third Acquisition step, of performing an acquisition 
function of acquiring third information related to a status of the peripheral device whose 
second information is acquired; and \ 

code for a display stepL of distinguishablv displaying a connection 
status display indicative of information of saiAthe terminal device connected to said the 
network, information of the peripheral device cojinected to the terminal device, and a status 
thereof based upon the first information, the second information, and the third information. 

Claim 72 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 71, 
wherein said the first information, said tiie second inforaiation, and said the third 
information are acquired by polling the terminal device oji said the network to acquire both 
the information and the status thereof every time a predeteVnined time period has passed, 
and \ 



18 



\ the content of said the connection status display is updated by the 
display content based upon smd the polling acquired information and condition. 

Claim yS (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 71 , 
\^ wnerein said the first iraormation, said the second information, and said the third 

of v 

K/)^ ^ information are acquired by polling the terminal device on said the network to acquire both 
the information and the stams thereof in response to a predetermined operation made by a 
user, and \ 

the display content of said the connection status display is updated 
by the display content based upon said Ae polling-acquired information and condition. 

Claim 74 (currently ahiended): A storage medium according to claim 71, 
wherein said the first information, saia the second information, and said tfie third 
information are acquired by receiving both the information and the status notified fi'om the 
terminal device on said the network, and \ 

a display content of said the connection status display is updated 
based upon said the notified information andVaid the notified status. 

Claim 75 (currently amended): /^storage medium according to claim 71, 
said computer program further comprising: \ 

code for a selection step, of selecting a desirable peripheral device 
by a user from the peripheral devices displayed on saiA the connection status display, 
wherein \ 
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a set-up operation for using the selected peripheral device is carried 
^ out jn response tp the selection step of the peripheral device by the user via said selection 




step. 



Claim 76 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 71, 
wherein said the peripheml device is a printer device. 

Claim 77 (cuirently amended): A storage medium according to claim 71, 
wherein said the peripheral device is a modem device. 

Claim 78 (currentlyWiended): A storage medium according to claim 71, 
wherein said die peripheral device isW image input device. 

Claim 79 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 71, 
wherein said the first information processing apparatus acquires information of a terminal 
device within a predetermined network domain. 

Claim 80 (currently amended): Astorage medium according to claim 71, 
wherein as to said the connection status display, [[aj] the terminal device and [[a]] the 
peripheral device, which are displayed, are represented by way of display elements, and 
also a connection condition thereof is displayed by connecting the respective display 
elements to each other on a display screen thereof. 
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Claim 81 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 80, 
wherein the connection condition of said the peripheral device are displayed by way of a 



a) 



/ sort of lines used to connect the terminal device with the peripheral device. 




Claim 82 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 80, 
wherein as to said the connecnon status display, when the condition of the peripheral 
device is displayed, an icon corresponding to said the condition of the peripheral device is 
selected from a predetermined icon group to display said the selected icon. 

Claim 83 (currently aniended): A storage medium according to claim 82, 
wherein said the icon group contains amicon for representing the condition of the 
peripheral device by way of a moving picture representation. 



Claim 84 (currently amendedV A storage medium according to claim 82, 
wherein said the icon group contains an icon njr representing the condition of the 
peripheral device by way of a mesh thereof 



Claim 85 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 82, 
wherein said the icon group contains an icon for indicating that [[a]] the peripheral device 
is busy, and also another icon for representing that [[a]] me peripheral device is not busy. 
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Claim 86 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 82, 
wherein said the icon group contains an icon for indicating that a driver program for 
controlling [[a]] the peripheral device is not installed in the own device. 



Claim 87 (currently amended): A storage medium for storing thereinto a 
computer program executed W a computer employed in an information processing 
apparatus connected to a netwoVk, wherein said computer program comprises: 

code for a ijrst saving step, of saving first information relating to the 
own device on said the network; 

code for a seco'hd saving step, of saving second information relating 
to said tiie peripheral device locally cormected, not through said tiie network, thereto; 

code for a detectior\ step, of detecting a condition of said the 
peripheral device connected thereto; and 

code for a transmission step, of transmitting the first information, the 
second information, and the detected condition to another device based upon a request 
issued fi-om said the another device on said the network. 



Claim 88 (currently amended): A storage medium for storing thereinto a 
computer program executed by a computer employed iman information processing 
apparatus connected to a network, wherein said computer program comprises: 

code for a first saving step, of saving lirst information relating to the 
own device on said the network; 
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ode for a second saving step, of saving second information relating 
said the peripheral deVice locally connected, not through said the network, thereto; 



code for a detection step, of detecting a condition of said the 
peripheral device connectedVhereto; and 

code fon a transmission step, of transmitting the first information, the 
second information, and the detected condition to another device on said the network every 
predetermined period. 
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